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Newsletter – May 2021 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
As announced in worship this past Sunday, I have now been here two years serving as pastor, and I’m not 
leaving. Or I should say, I’m not leaving now. Nothing is ever permanent and one way or another I will 
surely leave at some point. But for now, I continue to believe I belong here at this church at this time and 
am pleased the congregation seems to agree. Last week I signed a new contract with the Church Board that 
specifies no end date. We are leaving it open-ended was we continue to travel together in faith into the 
future.  
The future is an odd and mysterious concept. It always remains unknown, it does not yet exist, and 
although we are in part creating it in what we do now in the present, we cannot control or determine it. As 
we have learned well over the past year, the future can unfold in completely unexpected ways. For a 
number of years now, our denomination, the United Church of Christ, uses a comma as part of its logo. The 
comma is meant to suggest that “God is still speaking” and still active in the world, still creating. In the 
beginning, “when the world was void and without form,” God spoke the world into being, saying,  “let 
there be light, and there was light”…. Let there be waters and dry land…. teaming with life…. God’s 
creation is still unfolding. Our lives are still unfolding. God is still speaking.  

The comma is an intriguing way to think about the present and about time itself. 
We live in the gliding comma between the past and the future. The future is 
merely what we imagine may come to pass. The future is what will become past as 

it unfolds, as it comes into being. Being, living, existence as such is the comma, the marking point—the 
proper punctuation—for the fleeting here and now. It takes faith and courage to live in the comma. The 
human inclination is to try to predict and prepare for the future based on past experiences. But Jesus urged 
his followers to live in the present: “… do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear” (Matthew 6:25). “Sell all you have and give the money to 
the poor, and follow me” (Matthew 19:21). “Go,” Jesus said to his disciples, go, spread the good news, and 
“take nothing with you for the journey” (Luke 9:3). Jesus seems to call his followers to live full out—give 
it all—in the present, with no concerns for the future. The future is to be entrusted to God. We are to entrust 
our future selves to God. Consider the birds of the air who neither sow nor reap and yet your heavenly 
father feeds them…. And the Lilies of the field, adorned with more splendor than King Solomon in all his 
glory (Matthew 6:26-29). We are all part of God’s unfolding creation. And the glory and splendor of that 
creation is right now, right here. We are in God’s creation and it is in us. 
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Jesus lived fully in the glory of God’s good creation and called his followers to do the same. We know by 
the example of Jesus’s life that living fully in God’s glory does not mean living free of suffering, or pain, or 
sacrifice. But it does mean living into God’s always present eternal life. It means living always in the 
presence and awareness of God’s loving care, which holds us in our being always right now and forever. 
For us here on earth that means living in the comma. 
May we do so boldly. Amen. 
 

 
 

……………………………………………. 
 

 
News about our neighbors and friends 

 
- Gloria Blesy is at Lakewood at Elderwood having rehab to help regain her strength.  Would love to receive 
 cards. Address is: Lakewood at Elderwood, 5775 Maelou Drive, Hamburg, NY 14075 and she can  
 receive mail.     
- Eleanor Cornwall is doing fairly well. Enjoys receiving cards. Ellie was finally able to have a short visit with 

 her family recently!!!   Address is:  Elderwood at Rosewood, 76 Buffalo Street #121, Hamburg, NY  
 14075  Phone: 202-1704 

- Barb Fink is in need of prayers as she continues to have serious health issues.  At this point, she is 
 presently at Eden Heights, 4071 Hardt Road, Eden, NY  14057 for rehab. Joyful cards might help to 

-  make her feel better.  
- Janet Taber is at her home. She has been experiencing more difficulties.  She loves phone calls or a card 

 to keep in touch.  Her phone number is: 662-3041 and her address: 5845 Scherff Road, Orchard Park,  
 NY 14127  

- Joyce Whittemore is still having some difficulty getting around safely at home.  She loves to hear from 
 friends and enjoys worshiping with us online. Her address is: 93 Autumnview Drive, Arcade, NY  14009.  

- Helen Easton is now living at Glenwell Assisted Living, 2248 Old Union Road, Cheektowaga, NY  14227.  
 She is presently in Hospice care, but still likes to keep in touch with everyone. Phone is 970-1333 

- David Herren is not receiving treatments at this time, but holding his own and getting around.  Please keep 
 him in your prayers.   His address: 11004 Moore Road, Springville, NY 14141. 

- Eleanor Kraft is at her apartment. She loves cards and calls. Her address is: 25 Buffalo Street, Apt. 307, 
 Hamburg, NY 14075 - phone number: 202-4447 

- Carol Mueller & Peter Mueller are now living at 28 Cloister Lane, Webster, NY 14580.  I am sure they would 
 love to hear from friends. Phone: 1-585-236-1414  

- Linda Smerka is doing better.  I am sure she would enjoy encouraging & joyful cards at this time!  
  Address is: 4164 Colonial Place, Hamburg, NY 14075 

- Lois Lizak is back at home doing better. Her address is:  6555 Fairlane Drive, Boston, NY 14025  
-  Phone: 941-3051 
- Yves Coulombe is at home recovering and resting to regain his strength. His address is 6573 Valleyview 

 Lane, Boston, NY 14025 
- Lorey Delia is at home recovering from health issues.  Her address is:  10077 Boston State Road, Boston, 

 NY 14025  A cheery card may keep her smiling!   
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CONCERNS & PRAYERS   
 

For peace in our country and the world, for our military, for those whose needs we may not know. For those 
who have lost loved ones recently. For Dana Aberschein, Alice & Tim Baird, Gloria Blesy, Gary & Sue Cook, 
Eleanor Cornwall, Yves Coulombe, Lorey Delia, Helen Easton, Martha Faulring, Barb Fink, Louise Forney, R. 
David Herren, Scott Kish, Eleanor Kraft, Mark Kreib, Lois Lizak, Pete & Carol Mueller, Mike Partridge, Joe 
Piecuch, Joy Pfitzinger, Phyllis Potter, Chuck & Sheila Recktenwalt, Loretta Rishel, Joe Ryan, Fred Shear, Linda 
Smerka, Janet Taber, Joyce Whittemore, Bob Winter  
 
Those in the Military: Zachary Braun, Teegan Partridge, Jacob Roy, Cadan Skinner, Jamie-Lynn Smerka, 
Mary Solak, Aaron Wellman 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 

 Please email your prayer concerns to Pastor Ted (pastor@faithunitedchurchucc.com) or to Kathy Lounsbury 
(Kathy@faithunitedchurchucc.com) or call Kathy (941-3529), or stop by the church when it is open and write your 
concerns on the prayer request sheet in the narthex. Remember, the church office is open 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  And the sanctuary is open for prayer and Pastor Ted is available 9:00 AM – 
12:00 PM Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  We have a sign- in board as you enter &&hand sanitizer stations in 
the church and ask that you use them and practice safe social distancing and wear your mask whenever you are in the 
building.  

 
 
 
Notes from the Office – Please be sure to have your newsletter article into the Office by  

 May 20, 2021 for the June 2021 newsletter.  
  Please let the office know of the following: 
- If you have any changes in your address or email; or you would like to be included in the Birthday  
and Anniversary calendar; or if you are interested in receiving the newsletter by email.  

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
BOARD RECAP 
FAITH UCC BOARD MEETING: April 20, 2021 
 

• Budget Report 
Expenses for the month of March included County and Town tax payments. Office supply costs were 
higher.   Income remains below 2020 monthly giving.   

• Music Update 
The Music Committee will discuss retaining an organist or pianist on a week to week basis to offer 
different types of music for the service.  Singing is still prohibited in the pews.   

• Parking Lot Reseal and Restriping 
Estimates are being obtained for this project.  Costs are much higher than the cost of the same service 
three years ago.   

• Roof Leak 
Due to changing weather conditions, a leak has returned to the same area over the secretary’s office.  
Board is considering replacement of just the section affected, while the rest of the roof not necessary at 
this time.     
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Board Meeting Minutes from March  16, 2021 
 
Attendance – 10 board members attended. 
Excused: Karen Winter, Bob Bishop 
Guests – none. 
Revisions to the minutes: Board Recap will be posted in the Newsletter not the bulletin board.  
Motion made by Kevin Biddle with second by Sharon Forney to approve the February 2021 minutes, with 
revisions. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Minutes from March 16 meeting – 
Revisions to the minutes. 
 
The Financial Secretary’s report was read by Pegge Cook.  The February 2021 income was $$6,806.14. 
The Treasurer’s report was given by Cathy K. $6,000.00 was expensed in February 2021 with the majority 
spent on salaries and utilities. 
 
Motion made by Bonnie C. with second by Priscilla G. to approve the February 2021 Financial Secretary’s 
report and Treasurer’s report, as well as Deacon’s, Trustee’s and Pastor’s report as written by all present. 
Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  
Insurance- There will be a conference call scheduled with Litwin Castle to further discuss coverage. 
 
PPP Loan – Board discussed the subject of applying for this loan as churches are nowpart of the new package 
being offered through the Federal Government. Will not apply at this time. 
 
Cabin Fever Chicken Barbecue – Some difficulties encountered with delivery times, so a $150.00 refund 
willbe received from Krolick’s BBQ. Profit was approximately $350.00 and will be donated to Plymouth 
Crossroads. 
 
Commentary and Feedback 
Member concerned about the amount of health information being shared during prayer time. Pastor Ted will 
take it under advisement. May contact those receiving prayers if there is a concern with the information. 
 
New Business: 
Sunday school Easter Program – This will be held on Palm Sunday and will be an Easter egg hunt. Classes 
will be rotated to prevent overcrowding. It will only be open to the Sunday school. 
 
Document Review Committee Update - By-laws, Ways of Work and Policies continue to be in the review 
and revise process.  The fee schedule is also under review and Pastor Ted is involved in order to set new fees.  
Asked that the Document Committee decide on the fees for the Board’s approval. 
 
Website – The Board discussed whether the member directory and/or Newsletter would become available on 
the website if password protected. Directory was tabled. Newsletter will be discussed again and finalized. 
 
Wireless Lapel Microphone – The church needs a new microphone. The company who provided the 
camera/sound system can set this up for $450.00 Use of memorial funds for this was approved by the Board. 
 
Bieler Memorial – Will take place at the church on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at 12:00 O’CLOCK. There may 
be large numbers in attendance. Additional ushers and greeters will be present and will enforce NYS COVID 
guidelines. Both Pastor Bonnie Bates and Pastor Gary Burdick also with Pastor Ted will be speaking. 
A motion was made by Amy G. to adjourn meeting at 8:15 p.m. 2nd by Cathy K., motion carried. 
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Worship for May  
 

Sunday May 2 -       9 a.m.. Sunday school, 10:15 a.m. Worship Service  
Sunday May 9 -  Mother’s Day - 9 a.m. Sunday school, 10:15 a.m. Worship Service  
Sunday, May 16 - 9 a.m. Sunday school, 10:15 a.m. Worship Service  
Sunday, May 23 -  Pentecost Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday school – last Sunday of classes till fall 
    10:15 a.m. Worship Service - Confirmation Sunday w/communion 
Sunday, May 30 -    Memorial Day Weekend – 10:15 a.m. Worship Service  
 
 The Fellowship Hall is now available on Sunday mornings during worship for families with young children.  
The service is live-streamed on a large monitor, and parents may bring whatever they wish to occupy their 
children. 
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 On Sunday, April 25, 2021 we honored folks who have been members for 50+ years, Couples who 
have been married 50+ years and Members who are 80 years of age or older.  Congratulations to all the folks 
listed. 

    
     

Church Members for 50+ years 

Helen Easton   78   Karen Winter      59       Bob Bishop 54 
*Clive Rucker    68 Larry Cornwall      59       Jacob Karb III 54 
*Marilyn Rucker 68 Lois Lizak      59       Paul Pfitzinger 54 
Ann Schunk   68 Gloria Blesy      58       Warren Rauch 54 
Ellie Cornwall   66 Carolyn Dearth    58          Mark Shear 54 
Fred Shear   65 Kim Williams      57       Betsy Phillips 53 
Cathy Gustafson 62 Kathy Lounsbury  57       Annette Reynolds 53 
Faith Webber    61 Sharon Forney     56       Claudia Renzi 53 
*Linda Blesy   61 Priscilla Granville 56       Bob Tills             52 
Pat Salzler    60 Bonnie Cichuniec 56       Loretta Rishel 51 
Helen Zittel   60 Sally Schutt      55       Bryan Blesy  51 
Diane Skinner   60 Ramona Wales    55       Sandra Jordan      51 

 

Couples Married for 50+ Years 
 

*Clive & Marilyn Rucker  67  Pete & Carol Mueller 55 
Bob & Ruth Means   63             Harold & Linda Blesy   54 

Herb & Barb Berlin    60            Glenn & Pat Richardson   54 
Mike & Linda Smerka   56          Chuck & Sheila Recktenwalt 52 
                                                           Bruce & Kathy Lounsbury  50 

 
 

Church Friends & Members 80+ years of age 
 

Fred Shear         Lois Lizak   Herb Berlin 
Helen Easton         Janet Taber  Sally Schutt 

Eleanor Kraft         Bob Tills   Loretta Rishel 
*Esther Whitney         *Marilyn Rucker  Ann Schunk 
Eleanor Cornwall        Marge Edington  Barb Berlin 

Leroy Rockwood        *Clive Rucker 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Liturgists for the Month of May 
 

      May 2 – Warren R. 
      May 9 – Cathy K. 
      May 16 – Carol O. 
      May 23 – Bonnie C. 
      May 30 – Bill R. 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Men’s Group -   We hope that all you men are staying safe and healthy.   It is our plan to get together in 
the next few months when the weather is warmer and we can meet safely.  I am sure that many of us miss 
the coffee, pastries and time together!  Keeping you all in our prayers! Feel free to contact Bruce Lounsbury if 
you have any questions or concerns (cell #716-308-0268).  

 
Library News  
 

 “What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity?” That is just one of the many 
inspirational thoughts from the book God’s Little Devotional Book for Moms printed by Honor Books 
Inc.  This book, filled with many inspirational thoughts not only for mothers, is also filled with humor 
– “Children can really brighten up a home. Did you ever know a child under 12 to turn off a light?” 
 
 This book can be found in the Church Library, located in the Gathering Room. 
  
Women’s Support Group  
 
 Hope spring finds everyone looking forward to getting outside and having some fun again. I am 
suggesting a pot luck picnic at Chestnut Ridge Park on Thursday, June 10. I will go there around 3 p.m. to 
save a shelter. Come whenever you can after that time.  If you come early we can plan a walk and some 
games. Bring your own beverage and either a salad, main dish, or dessert to share.  Perhaps a chair also. 
Please be sure to reply by email what food you will bring so we get a variety. I will supply paper products!  
Hope to see all of you soon.  
 Karen 
 
 
Sunday School News  
 
Sunday school will continue in class lessons through the month of May.  Your Sunday school teacher 
will be reaching out to you with more news on special classes for the upcoming month.  We will be 
unable to hold our annual Mother’s Day waffle breakfast on the 9th, due to Covid-19 restrictions, but 
we will still have class that day.  May 23rd will be the last day for this 2020-2021 year.  There will be 
no class on May 30th due to the Memorial Day holiday.  The Sunday school program will be hosting a 
Vacation Bible School in June.  We are still working on dates and details but this will be during regular 
Sunday school hours between 9-10 am on Sundays.  
 
The Sunday school program is expanding and this is a beautiful thing, our church is growing!  We are 
planning on adding another class next year to accommodate our age groups.  Ms. Chrissy will be 
moving up with the Elementary class and I will be moving up with our current Pre-K/Kindergarten 
class.  Our program will be looking for a teacher and aide for the Kindergarten Sunday school class for 
the 2021-2022 year.   This can work many ways and I am open to discussion for anyone who may be 
interested but not ready to commit to a full year.  I have been teaching this class for a few years and am 
willing to share my experiences and resources as well.  At this time, our Pre-K/Kindergarten class is 
also accepting new enrollment for children 4-6 years old for next year.   Please email me at 
daveandjenm@yahoo.com about any Sunday school questions, concerns, interest in teaching/helping or 
enrollment. 
 

Blessings, Jennifer McEwan, Sunday School Superintendent 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is MAY 23. We have two young people who will be confirmed on May 
23, which is also Pentecost Sunday. Garrett Karb and Brayden Logel have been studying for Confirmation since 
last October. Garrett is the son of Joe and Jeanna Karb, and is finishing the 8th grade at Springville Middle 
School. Brayden is the son of Kelly and Brian Logel, and finishing 8th grade at East Middle School in West 
Seneca. Garrett and Brayden have attended classes throughout the year both in Zoom and in person and 
completed weekly reading assignments and homework. In the fall Fred Shear provided a tour of relevant 
historic Boston sites and much information about the history of Faith Church and its predecessors St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Reformed Church (now the Town of Boston Historical Society) and the Boston Community Church 
(now Berea Presbyterian Church). In February they were asked to attend a different church’s worship service 
and compare it to ours, and in April they interviewed others about their faith. They have also memorized the 
Lord’s Prayer, learned the Apostle’s Creek and worked on their own statement of faith. We look forward to 
celebrating their Confirmation and welcoming them into the full life of the church along with the blessings of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 

WEAR RED ON PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 23. Pentecost, celebrated on the 50th day after 
Easter, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the first Apostles, symbolized by “tongues of fire” 
enabling them to speak in languages they did not understand. At the scene of his baptism by John, the Holy 
Spirit descends upon Jesus in the form of a dove. This is why the two most prominent symbols for the Holy 
Spirit are fire and a dove, and the liturgical color for Pentecost is red. Everyone is invited to participate in the 
celebration by wearing red on that Sunday, May 23. 

INVITATION & HOSPITALITY     
         
   MAY 
         May 2           Usher & Greeters:      Bobby & Linda Bishop, Herb Berlin 
                              Contact Person:        Lois Thurnherr 
         May 9           Usher & Greeters:      Bobby & Linda Bishop, Herb Berlin 
                              Contact Person:        Lois Thurnherr  
         May 16         Usher & Greeters:      Bobby & Linda Bishop, Herb Berlin 
                               Contact Person:        Kathy Lounsbury  
         May 23         Usher & Greeters:      Bobby & Linda Bishop, Herb Berlin 
                               Contact Person:        Kathy Lounsbury  
         May 30         Usher & Greeters:      Bobby & Linda Bishop, Herb Berlin 
                               Contact Person:        Lois Thurnherr 
  JUNE                                  
         June 6          Contact Person Sharon Forney 
   Usher & Greeters   Warren & Bill Rauch 
         June 13        Contact Person Sharon Forney 
   Usher & Greeters   Warren & Bill Rauch 
         June 20        Contact Person Sharon Forney 
   Usher & Greeters  Warren & Bill Rauch 
         June 27        Contact Person  Sharon Forney 
   Usher & Greeters  Warren & Bill Rauch 
 
We would like to thank the volunteers who have so graciously hosted our members as they arrive and when 
entering the sanctuary. Your smile, through your eyes (with your mask on) and your personal greeting 
conveys a message of Jesus’ love.  Lois V. Thurnherr, 716-941-3248. loisthurnherr@aol.com 
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ONA GROUP MEETING 
 

The ONA Group has had the opportunity to view weekly webinars offered by the Open & Affirming Coalition 
2/4 – 3/25/21.  They were interesting and informing and will be discussed at our next meeting on May 2, 2021 
following the Worship service.  We are also looking ahead on how best to continue to learn and share. 
 

………………………………………..………………………. 
 

Have you checked out the church’s new website yet? 
 
Special thanks to Joe Karb and Chrissi Potempa for helping Pastor Ted in creating this “new and 
improved” (and more user friendly and functional) website.  The web address remains unchanged: 
www.faithunitedchurchucc.com.  

 
MISSIONS 

 
The Blanket Mission Project: Women’s Support Group 

  
 Our Lenten Project was collecting money for the Church World Service Blanket Mission.   
During the month of March anyone could take a “clay pot” which was nicely packed in a colorful bag 
with a list of scripture readings which you could read that related to caring for others. Some families 
counted the number of pairs of shoes they had and put quarter in the pot of every pair.  Another family 
devoted extra time to pray for others and each family member put a dime in the pot. Creative ideas!!! We 
know that we are very blessed and this collection hopefully reminded us that we are.  The total amount 
of money collected was $590.00 which will be sent to CWS for their blanket fund!  We pray that this 
will help to keep those who are in need warm and cozy wherever they are. Thank you, Thank you, Thank 
you all for the very generous donations given! 
 
Reminder to all Dunkirk Campers… 
On the bulletin board shelf in the Narthex there is a display of 
pamphlets for the upcoming camping season!  Please feel free to help 
yourself to a brochure.  There is an early bird registration special  
discount ends on May 1, 2021 so keep that in mind!!!! 
 
Dunkirk Camp & Conference Center Update: by Sheila Recktenwalt 
 
 2020 was a difficult year for the Dunkirk Camp and Conference Center, both in terms of 
camping programs and revenue.  Now we face the uncertainty of 2021 and what Covid-19 has in 
store for us.  The DCC board is moving ahead with plans to open the camp for the 2021 camping 
season.  The DCC board is waiting direction from the State and County Health Departments as to 
what will be allowed.  They are looking into different dining options and programing.  They are being 
very creative.  The big project for this year will be refurbishing the pool.  The camp is very  
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appreciative of the support of the Dunkirk Auxiliary and hopes to see that support continue.  I am 
Faith UCC Boston’s Dunkirk Auxiliary Representative and am working to collect $5.00 for the support 
of the Dunkirk Camp & Conference Center through the Auxiliary’s memberships.  The money I collect 
goes right to the Dunkirk Auxiliary and then goes right to the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Please 
consider sending me your $5.00 for the 2021 membership to 6 Louise Drive, West Seneca, NY 
14224.  You could also give me the $5.00 when I am in church.  Thanks to all for the past and future 
support of this great Camp.   
 Sincerely,  
 Sheila Recktenwalt 
 Faith UCC Representative for the Dunkirk Camp & Conference Center 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

May Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 Happy Birthday To:     Happy Anniversary To: 
 
1 – Kevin Biddle   15 – Penni Karb   15 – Chris & Val LaVenture 
2 – Glenn Richardson         Julia Rishel 
3 – Pat Richardson  16 – Chuck Barrett  17 – Bob & Ruth Means 
     David McEwan  18 – Rachael Shoemaker       
     Virginia Partridge  21 – Aidan Johnston  18 – Bob & Karen Winter 
4 – Tony Guzzetta  23 – David Kester   Bert & Cathy Gustafson 
7 – Ben Sikora          Norb Meyer 
11 – David Recktenwalt 24 – Fred Roy Jr.   25 – Eric & Adriel Meyer  
12 – Barb Fink   29 – Mike Cook      
       Karen Winter          Michael Jordan   29 – Pete & Carol Mueller 
13 – Lynn Bratek           Morgan Ryan   56 years 
      Claudia Renzi 
14 - Lauren Terry 
       Daniel Forney 
 
 

Congratulations to all!  
 
 


